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SUBJECT: SHABA ATTACK: ALLEGATION OF CUBAN PRESENCE AT KOLWEZI 

REF: STATE 131406 

1. BEPORE RECEIVING REPTEL, EMBASSY HAD QUERIED BELGIAN EMBASSY KIN- 
SHASA CONCERNING RENARD'S ALLEGED REMARKS. BELGIAN EMBASSY IN TURN 
HAD ASKED ITS CONSUL GENERAL IN LUBUMBASHI TO DEBRIEP RENARD. 

BELGIAN CONSUL GENERAL’S REPLY IS SOMEWHAT AMBIGUOUS, BUT PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU APPARENTLY WENT PURTHER THAN RENARD INTENDED. THE POLLOWING IS 
AN 

EMBASSY TRANSLATIION OF THE TELEX PROM THE BELGIAN CONSUL GENERAL. 

BEGIN TEXT: THIS MORNING (MAY 24) I HAD A LONG CONVERSATION 
WITH MR. C. RENARD, GECAMINES RESIDENT DIRECTOR IN KOLWEZI. HE KNEW 
ABOUT THE TEXT OP THE COMMUNIQUE OF THE INTERVIEW WHICH APPEARED IN 
THE AZAP BULLETIN AND IMMEDIATELY REPLIED THAT IT WENT FURTHER THAN 
HIS REMARKS. HERE IS WHAT HE CONFIDED TO ME: 

"WHEN THE INVADERS CAME TO MY HOUSE, THERE WERE ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS CIVILIANS AND SOLDIERS AMONG THEM WHO DID NOT SPEAK FRENCH 
BUT ONLY SWAHILI, SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE. BECAUSE MY WIPE IS OP 
ITALIAN NATIONALITY, SHE SPEAKS SPANISH AND UNDERSTANDS PORTUGUESE. 
THEREPORE SHE WAS ABLE TO MAKE A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE TWO 
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LANGUAGES. MOREOVER, WHEN THE REBELS CAME TO SEARCH OUR HOUSE, 

DURING WHICH TIME I WAS ILL-TREATED, TWO PEOPLE WHO DID NOT SPEAK 
PRENCH REMAINED IN THEIR VEHICLE. THEN TWO PEOPLES' COMMISSARS 
OP GOOD BREEDING WHO SPOKE IMPECCABLE FRENCH CAME TO SEE ME IN ORDER 
TO APOLOGIZE POR THE TREATMENT INFLICTED UPON ME." 

2. THE BELGIAN CONSUL GENERAL REPORTS MR. RENARD'S CONCLUSIONS AS 
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FOLLOWS: (A) IF THEY (THE REBELS) HAD ONLY SPOKEN PORTUGUESE, THE 
NORMAL DEDUCTION WOULD HAVE BEEN THAT ANGOLANS WERE INVOLVED; (B) 
BUT, AS THEY SPOKE SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE, ONE DEDUCES THAT CUBANS 
ARE INVOLVED. THIS IMPRESSION WAS REINEORCED BY A CONVERSATION 
WHICH MR. RENARD HAD WITH A PEOPLES' COMMISSAR WHO LAUGHED WHEN 
REFERENCE WAS MADE TO KATANGAN GENDARMES; (C) MR. RENARD IS CON- 
VINCED THAT THE ENTIRE OPERATION HAS BEEN ORCHESTRATED BY THE 
COMMUNISTS AND EXECUTED BY THE CUBANS. END TEXT. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT; BELGIAN EMBASSY OFEICER WHO PROVIDED US 
WITH A COPY OP THE TELEX PROM THE BELGIAN COUNSUL GENERAL IN 
LUBUMBASHI FEELS THAT MR. RENARD'S CONCLUSIONS WERE NOT NECES- 
SARILY VALID BASED ON THE EVIDENCE HE PRESENTED TO THE CONSUL 
GENERAL. IN SHORT, THE BELGIAN EMBASSY STILL PEELS THAT 
ANY CUBAN PRESENCE AT KOLWEZI IN CONNECTION WITH 
SHABA ATTACK STILL IS NOT PROVEN. 
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